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The Data Management Plan (DMP) (D6.2) of the INCiTiS-FOOD
project provides guidance to the consortium partners on the
dissemination of data and knowledge generated in the project.
These data and knowledge elements consist of databases and
information that contributed to the project deliverables as well as
those used for scientific publications. INCiTiS-FOOD will generate
data through semi-structured and structured cross-sectional as
well as panel surveys, protocols, focus group and expert
interviews, as well as data collection from the monitoring of the
living labs. An Ethical framework will be presented to the
consortium members to ensure they are aware of their
obligations and to rights of participants. Primary data produced
will be managed so that sampling and data storing does not
jeopardize privacy terms. The DMP will cover:

1. Internal data management: The regulation of data transfer
between partners based on a pre-determined document
sharing platform such as MS Teams.

2. External data management: The regulation of data transfer
with target groups (e.g., stakeholders). The external data
management also covers INCiTiS-FOOD project linkage and
accessibility via the project website.

The INCiTiS-FOOD partners are responsible for the data
management of their respective tasks with data stored on a
secure multi-user online platform managed by the partner
FoodScaleHub (P14) as described in this DMP.

Date Version Author/Contributor/ Reviewer Summary of main changes
13.02.2023 1 EB draft

15.03.2023 2 GB Updated with results of KOM
20.03.2023 3 EB Edited

11.04.2023 GB Revision

15.05.2023 EB Edited

29.05.2023 AB Revision
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PU Public, fully open, e.g. web ]l
SEN Sensitive, limited under the conditions of the Grant Agreement

Classified R- . -

UE/EU-R EU RESTRICTED under the Commission Decision No2015/444

Classified C- ) cONFIDENTIAL under the Commission Decision No2015/444

UE/EU-C
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UE/EU-S EU SECRET under the Commission Decision No2015/444

Disclaimer

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s)
only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research
Executive Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held
responsible for them.
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1. Data Summary

The Integrated and Circular Technologies for Sustainable city region FOOD systems in Africa (INCiTiS-
FOOD) project aims to enhance African city region food systems towards attaining food and nutritional
security (FNS) dimensions namely: (i) availability of nutritious and safe food through local production,
(i) food access, including affordability, (iii) food utilization, including reduction of food waste, and (iv)
food stability. Furthermore, the project will empower communities by opening-up opportunities for
agri-food businesses along the supply and value chain and will achieve environmental justice through
transformative food policies. To achieve these objectives, INCiTiS-FOOD will co-create circular agri-
food technologies, practices, and business models for an inclusive food system in African cities and
towns. The project is based on a multi-actor approach, involving 8 Living Labs (LLs) in 6 countries from
3 African regions (East: Kenya; West: Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone; Central: Cameroon, Gabon).
INCITiS-FOOD is based on a development approach to launch a technology/service/practice/product
relying on stakeholder feedback from the relevant environment, thus iteratively validating the
usability of so-called minimum viable products (MVPs). Once INCiTiS-FOOD MVPs have reached a
sufficiently high technological, societal, and business readiness level (TRL~7, SRL~7, BRL~5), about 2
years into the 4-year project, usability testing will culminate in a demonstration phase (800-1000+
start-ups and scalable small and medium-sized enterprises, SMEs), initiated by 2 Open Calls for the
Cascade Fund (1.000.000€). Beneficiaries of the Cascade Fund will be surveyed to generate empirical
evidence on the co-benefits of the INCiTiS-FOOD technologies and business models, thus guiding
urban food policy roadmaps for African cities.

The INCIiTiS-FOOD project follows a participatory multi-actor approach in 8 African city LLs and
explores use cases spanning from farm-to-fork. The project addresses how food system research and
transformation can contribute to equity and empowerment. The multi-actor approach encompasses
(peri-)urban producers (notably for vegetable, fish, and insects, but also other circular and sustainable
agri-food technologies and business models), input and technology providers (for instance for
renewable energy or digital applications), processors, wholesalers and/or retailers, consumers,
municipal and regional authorities. The INCiTiS-FOOD project can only achieve the expected impact
when partners of the consortium work collaboratively, and when the co-designed and co-developed
MVPs for specific use cases as well as the underlying data of these developments are available to all
relevant stakeholders. These stakeholders include farmers, policymakers, and researchers concerned
with the urban and (peri-)urban food systems, FNS, empowerment as well as environmental justice.
The data produced to achieve these goals include:

° African experts and community agent data (specifically value and supply chain stakeholders)

° Data for on-boarding of innovation actors to the LLs

° Data from use cases logbooks (operating procedures, monitoring of water, fertilizer and product
quality and quantity)

° Efficacy data of the MVP from use cases and iterative validation

° Data of early adopters of use cases as well as non-adopters (counterfactuals)

° Panel data of innovation actors within the financial support to third parties (FSTP), organized in

two open calls
° Urban and peri-urban production and/or farm level data

In this context, the term ’data’ in the INCiTiS-FOOD project refers to evidence, facts and statistics
collected and generated during the co-design and co-development as well as the deployment of the
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MVPs of the use cases in the African cities and towns. The data generated from the INCiTiS-FOOD
project will be novel. As this includes collection of personal data in non-EU countries, ethics
requirements for involvement of non-EU countries and transfer of personal data in and out of the EU
will strictly adhere to the general data protection regulation (GDPR). This also applies to business
administration as well as econometric calculations derived from existing datasets or generated by
simulation models. Data will be presented together with appropriate information, i.e., scripts.

The data collected and generated during the INCiTiS-FOOD project will constitute the core aspects of
four work packages (WP1 — WP4) and provide the foundation for activities relating to lab and field-
testing of the MVP as well as characteristics and impact on innovation actors. Table 1 illustrates the
importance of data collection and generation for each work package:

Table 1. INCiTiS-FOOD project information and data requirements

INCITIS
F2D
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WP1 Mapping the local innovation potential for food Data on food production, processing
production technologies and practices as well as | and consumption, local actors in the
food business opportunities. Reviewing existing | respective value chains as well as
approaches for energy efficient, proteinrich, and | local available resources.
healthy foods.

WP2 Develop and deploy agri-food technologies and | Data on LL staff members, MVP
practices (MVPs) in LLs to improve circularity, | (technological solution, operational
food vyield and safety as well as reduced | datae.g., pH, TDS, ECond. and
environmental footprint among local incubators = Temperature, quality and quantity
and accelerators of innovation. Use of low to @ of produced food), participants, and
medium technological solutions that are based @ infrastructure. Data on stocking
on local available resources and service streams. | density, fish mortality and harvest.

WP3 Develop innovative business models and Data on early adopters of INCiTiS-
undertake business and financial capacity FOOD-MVPs. Data on/
building of adopters of MVPs to achieve inclusive = entrepreneurs in the agriculture
environmental and economic sustainability at all = and aquaculture value and supply
levels of the supply and value chain in the city chainin (peri-)urban areas.
region food systems.

Wp4 Generate evidence on the impact of the Qualitative and quantitative data on
adoption of circular agri-food systems adopters and non-adopters of
innovations on the welfare of stakeholders. INCiTiS-FOOD-MVPs and other

circular agri-food innovations. Panel
data generation from FSTP.

WP4

O
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Develop adequate urban food policy framework
for African cities and towns that promote
inclusiveness, food safety, energy efficient, and
environmental conservation.
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O

Policy briefs
Catalogues of solutions
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The trans- and interdisciplinary nature of the INCiTiS-FOOD project encompasses data collection and
generation from the “field”, i.e., LLs and FSTP (often involving individuals) for research purposes.
Collection and generation of data will not only be based on primary data but also secondary data.
Table 2 summarizes details on data collected during the INCiTiS-FOOD project.

Primary data sources:

Living Labs (LLs)

Field studies, e.g., FGDs

End-user data collection (through surveys and interviews)

Practitioner and expert interviews in the food system supply and value chains

Secondary data sources:

Revision of existing innovative (peri-)urban agriculture and farming systems

Revision of (peri-)urban agriculture and farming policies at the local and national level
Revision of scientific publications on (peri-)urban agriculture and farming

Revision of existing data from current and past EU and other funded projects and experiments
Revision of scientific publications on water, energy, food and ecosystems (WEFE) Nexus
Revision of scientific publications on (peri-)urban food system value chain and agribusiness
Revision of policy briefs related to (peri-)urban agriculture and farming systems
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Table 2. Details on the data to be collected during the INCiTiS-FOOD project

Data on food Primary and field xlsx, csv, Unknown Results will be

production, processing = survey, food systems | txt, docx, Confldentlal, accessible through

and consumption. Data | approach, systematic | qzv, png, Anonymized the project

on local actors in food review sql, jpe. website,

supply and value chain deliverables,

as well as locally presentations,

available resources. scientific
publications and
digital innovation
hubs (DIH).

WP2 Data on LL staff, Primary and field xlsx, csv, Unknown PU, RE, Results will be
participants and survey, Engineering txt, docx, Confidential, accessible through
infrastructures, which framework, qzv, png, Anonymized the project
forms the backbone of | calculation, and sql, jpg, deliverables,
the Implementation simulation of pdf, mov, scientific
Plan (IP). Data on initial | technological mp4. publications as well
MVP technologies and | parameters, as external
practices. Data on Data on water and depository.
system indicator such ' hiomass quality,
as pH, TDS, ECond. and  energy usage,

Temperature sensors

WP3 Data on early adopters | Primary and field xlsx, csv, Unknown PU, Results will be
of MVPs, agri-food survey, cost-benefit txt, docx, Confidential, accessible through
enterpreneurs. analysis and gzv, png, Anonymized the project

willingness-to-pay, sql, jpe. website,
business model deliverables,
canvas, gender scientific
impact assessment publications.
and monitoring (GIM)

tool

WP4 Data on adopters of Primary and field xlIsx, csv, Unknown PU, Results will be
MVPs including survey, Journal and txt, docx, Confidential, accessible through
agribusiness diary keeping, gzv, png, Anonymized, the project
enterpreneurs. difference-in- sql, jpse. Pseudonymize | website,

difference (DID) d deliverables,
scientific
publications.

Notes: PU = Public; RE = Restricted to a group specified by the consortium (including the EC Services);
CO = Confidential, only for members of the consortium (including the EC Services)

The primary data collected will be vital for the aforementioned tasks:

i)
i)
i)

iv)

C{rjcms
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Identification of innovation actors and LL participants
Iterative optimization of MVPs and capacity building

Incubation and acceleration of circular agri-food entrepreneurship
Impact assessment (incl. gender & youth inclusion analysis) of MVPs on FNS empowerment,
circularity, and environmental footprint.
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The project WPs will use the aforementioned primary and secondary data sources for the:

a) Local, urban and peri-urban food system analysis.
- Food system data and agribusiness entrepreneurs’ public data.
- Expert and practitioner data contribution.

b) Developing demand-driven circular agri-food technologies and practices.
- Data on LL staff and participants of the LL as well as infrastructures.
- Data on MVP technologies and practices.

c) Capacity and ecosystem building in food related entrepreneurship.
- Data (non) participants of the LL as well innovation actors.
- Data on MVP economics and livelihood performance.

d) Analysis of innovation impact on welfare improvement of urban food policies in African cities.
- Surveys of farmers (not) adopting MVPs in the case study areas.
- Farm level data collection on efficiency and efficacy of MVPs.

Emphasis will be placed on privacy such that the confidentiality and security of the data (primary and
secondary) and surveyed material will be prioritized. Details on data security and protection will be
explained in subsequent sections.

Data will be generated and documented as text files, MS Word (.doc), MS Excel (.xls), IBM-SPSS (.sav),
picture (.jpg) or text (.csv) (see Table 2). Experimental, field, stakeholder and end-user-level
information will be captured using field-specific standard software while diverse analyses will be
conducted with appropriate data analytical tools. The software and tools to be used for the data
collection process will be largely defined by those partners in charge of relevant tasks within the
INCiTiS-FOOD project. The dataset collation and instructions on research and validation by the project
partners will be documented as text files, MS Word (.doc) or text (.txt) and made available to the
public together with the data, where applicable. Table 2 provides an overview of the different datasets
that will be generated during the INCiTiS-FOOD project.

Transboundary Data Management

The personal data of non-EU countries will be analyzed as part of the INCiTiS-FOOD project and implies
a transfer from non-EU to the EU. The personal data collected from non-EU countries will meet
national, EU and international ethical standards (INCiTiS-FOOD summarizes these standards within its
Ethical Framework, which will be part of D7.2 ‘Other Ethical Issues (OEl)’). Personal data will be
anonymized, and/or pseudonymized and encrypted to ensure that the privacy and security of data are
guaranted and conform with GDPR. This is especially relevant given the trans-continental transfer of
personal data between the EU-AU.

Expected size of the data

The expected size of the data files that will be generated under the INCiTiS-FOOD project are largely
unknown and would depend on the peculiarity or nature of the samples, which also characterizes the
format of the anticipated dataset. However, we expect the entire data collection will not surpass two
terabyte (TB).

The trans- and interdisciplinary nature of the INCiTiS-FOOD project implies coordinated tasks across
several WPs. Thus, the data collected and generated will be used to generate results among inter-
linked tasks in ensuring the success of all WPs. Data, models, measures, and tools developed and
derived from WP1 will contribute to WPs2, 3 and 4mainly feed into WP3 and WP4, and data from WP3
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will primarily be used in WP4. Moreover, data from WP4 will be relevant for several tasks in WP5. WP5
is the project’s dissemination platform and the main linkage to its stakeholders. The links between the
work packages are illustrated in Figure 1.

WP6: INCiTiS-FOOD Project Coordination and Management

WP1: Local urban and peri-urban food system analysis

Identify & validate Mobilize local innovators, J Community
e

drcular use cases market & policy actors system building
1 C{I:I:ITIE
F2»
— WP2: Developing demand-driven circular agri-food technologies and practices st ases: €«
- Hydroponics
1 - Bioponics
- Aquaculture
- RAS
— \ WP3: Capacity and ecosystem building in food-related entrepreneurship -Insect forming | 4=
- Others

I J
— WP4: Analysis of innovation impact on welfare improvement of urban food policies in African cities (‘:

WP5: Dissemination, communication & strategic actor engagement

Figure 1. Overall structure of the work plan and linkages between the work packages (WPs).

Primary and secondary data collected by the WPs will be made available to consortium partners of
the INCIiTiS-FOOD project. To this respect, WP-specific teams have been created in Microsoft (MS)
Teams that serves as a sharing platform. The access to the datasets will be structured in such a way
that partners give each other access — on a royalty-free basis — to implement their own tasks under
the action. Access to data will remain unrestricted within the consortium unless the partners must
restrict prior information (tangible or intangible), including intellectual property to the INCiTiS-FOOD
project based on:

° Legal restrictions or limits, including those imposed by the rights of third parties (including
personnel) or
° Agreement that accesses by other would not be on a royalty-free basis.

The data collected and output produced by the INCIiTiS-FOOD project is targeted at relevant
stakeholders including members of the scientific community, professionals and policy makers linked
to food systems. Other relevant stakeholders are research projects, farmers, farmers association, civil
societies. The food system analysis developed by WR (p17) in WP1 and intermediate results will be
used within the project team and will not require consent of above-mentioned participating
stakeholders since personal data is not generated.

Similarly, data generated on MVPs design and operations will not infringe on any intellectual property
rights (IPR). The personal data from the survey of (non)participants in the LLs and (non)adopters of
MVPs meet both local and international data protection standards and restricted access to parties
outside the consortium for further analysis, reporting and publication.

Multiple dissemination activities are planned to reach wider stakeholders where the underlying data
of the research output will be shared through the project website, (MS) Teams, the European Data
Portal ( ), the EC’s open access data repository, or Open Research Europe

INCITIS
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(ORE, ), the EC’s open access publishing platform. Under
the coordination of UniBw M (p1) and FSH (p14), the partners throughout the duration of the project
will continuously update the website and data-sharing platform. The website and data-sharing
platform will be maintained by FSH and will remain available for 5 years after the end of the project.
As the data management process is a continuous activity

Project-Data Protection Officer (DPO)

The independent ethics advisor (IEA), Ms Anne Demoisy, suggested nominating a project-Data
Protection Officer (DPO). This has been done and reported in D7.1 'Appointment of IEA’ (M1) as well
as D6.1’'Project Management Plan (PMP)’ (M3). The project-DPO (Ms Christy E. Aikhorin, WECF, p20)
has been assigned by the consortium to ensure that INCiTiS-FOOD complies with the national (see
table 4) and European GDPR (https://gdpr-info.eu/) and that the privacy rights of research participants
are protected. The goal of having a project-DPO is to promote transparency, accountability, and trust
in the research process.

The following are some of the tasks that will be conducted by the project-DPO (if need arises):
Providing guidance on national regulations and the European GDPR.

Assessing the risks to data protection.

Revision of semi-structured and structured survey and instruments.

Monitor provisions for FSTP with regards to data protection.

Oversee anonymization and pseudonymization process.

vk wnNe

Furthermore, the IEA suggested setting up a list with the DPOs of all project partners as contact points
for the project-DPO to fulfill her roles.

..................
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Table 3. List of partners’ DPOs

UniBw M Dr. jur. Donald Riznik donald.riznik@unibw.de
UniBw M Mr. Holger Clas (RDir) holger.clas@unibw.de
2 ADC Mr. Sulaimon Babalola Z:Jflaa;Eolne.Z?gtJ;I;Iﬁg;gIobedc.org;
3 TUM Prof. Dr. Uwe Baumgarten beauftragter@datenschutz.tum.de
4 NUSL Dr. Thomas Songu (ICT Director) tsongu@njala.edu.sl
5 FH-SWF Mr. Vladimir Denisenko denisenko.vladimir@fh-swf.de
6 APM Mr. Ingo Blaeser ingo.blaeser@aquaponik-manufaktur.de
7 USTM Mr. Assoume Be Martial martial.assoumebe@gmail.com
8 ul Dr Olufemi Babatunde Oduntan femkemO03@yahoo.com
9 UNIBO Ms Manuela Zecca dpo@unibo.it
10 BUST Mr Ndaghoh Sebastine Mbabogelieh jentleslope@gmail.com
12 Y4D MS Triza Mbali triza@youth4development.org
11 SF Africa Ms Sheila Rono sheilarsvk@gmail.com
13 KU Dr. Sheila Mutuma mutuma.sheila@ku.ac.ke
14 FSH Mr. Agapi Tsakogianni atsako@gmail.com

dusan@foodscalehub.com,

14.1 (AE) | FSH Serbia Mr. Dusan Pevac dpo@foodscalehub.com

15 uDS Dr. Isaac Ansah agershon@uds.edu.gh

16 AFL Mr. Thomas Gitsoudis thomas@agrifood.It

17 BayFOR Mr. Thomas Eigner eigner@bayfor.org

18 WR Ms Sabine Descka sabine.desczka@wur.nl
19 EGE Paul Kahenya pkahenya@egerton.ac.ke
20 WECF Int. Ms. Christy Aikhorin christy.aikhorin@wecf.org
21 AFRACA Mr. Brian Mwanthi brian@afraca.or.ke

22 BGU Agmon with Tulchinsky Law Firm dpo@bgu.ac.il

23 (AM) ZHAW Mr. Manuel Hutter datenschutz@zhaw.ch
Sub- InsectiPro Ms Cynthia Amondi amondi@insectipro.com

contractor | Ltd.
Notes: AE: Affiliated partner; AE: Associated partner
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Table 4. Relevant data protection laws and regulations on national and organizational levels of non-EU
partners

Nigeria Data Protection Regulation ('NDPR')

Nigeria 2019 Sections 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 4.1 Not Applicable
Sierra Leone does not have data laws and L .
. . . Lo The Ministry of Information
4 Sierra Lone regulations. The right to access information is is responsible for all
enshrined in the Information Act 2013 (Sierra inforriation access
Leone Gazette Vol. CXLIV, No. 62. ’
Loi n°001/2011 relative a la protection des Commission Nationale pour
7 Gabon données a caractére personnel (Law la Protection des Données a
n°001/2011 on the protection of personnel Caractére Personnel
data) (CNPDCP)
L Nigeria Data Protection Regulation ('NDPR') .
8 Nigeria 2019 Sections 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 4.1 Not Applicable
Data Protection Authority
Law No. 2010/12 of 21 December 2010 on (ANTIC), &
10 Cameroon . Lo .
cybersecurity and Cybercrime in Cameroon Ministry of Post and
Telecommunication
13 Kenya Kenya Data Protection Act (2019) sections 25 Not Applicable

a;e; 26;a,c,
Ghana Data Protection Act (2012)

15 Ghana . Not Applicable
Sections 20, 21, 22, 23, 24

Kenya Data Protection Act (2019) sections 25

19 K
enya a;e; 26a,c,

Not Applicable

This DMP will be updated on a bi-annual basis DMP Il (month 24) and Il (month 48) while non-
confidential survey data will be licensed under the Open Databaselicense (ODbL).

2. Findable, Accessibility, Interoperable and Re-use (FAIR)
data

The DMP for INCiTiS-FOOD project aligns with the Horizon Europe Program Guidelines on FAIR Data
Management and ensures that research data will be findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable
(FAIR).

The INCiTiS-FOOD project will make non-confidential data collection and/or generation as well as the
associated metadata available on public platforms such as EIP-AGRI (the agricultural European
Innovation partnership, ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/content/eip-agri-common-format)
openAlRE (European Open Science Infrastructure) and TECA (Technologies and Practices for Small
Agricultural Producers of the Food and Agriculture Organization). Data generated through surveys and
other methods in the INCIiTiS-FOOD project will be anonymized. For all quantitative and qualitative
research analysis in the project, non-identifiable metadata will be produced and made available when
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and where applicable. Through outlets such as EIP-AGRI, the FOOD project aims to promote the
possibilities for data re-use. The instruments, methodologies, target groups, use cases as well as the
goals of the data collection will be described. It will include a clear description of the data, the
institution and contact person responsible for the data i.e., format, conceptualization, and creation.
The respective partners within the consortium will appropriately store the data.

2.1.1 Discoverability of data

The discoverability of the INCiTiS-FOOD data will be developed through diverse channels such as the
project website, media (broadcasting, publishing, and the internet), repository as well as the
aforementioned European and project data portals. For instance, the project website will provide
features directing the user to the required information and one of the prominent forms of
dissemination. The website will be static with regular content consisting of webpages, visuals,
downloadable materials written information created from the results and activities within the
project's duration. Members of the consortium as well as the public have access to the content that is
designated public (PU). With regards to the content management system (CMS) for the creation and
management of website content, FSH is the sole administrator of the website with input from
consortium members. The administrator user accounts contain the Name, e-Mail address, registration
details, authorship information.

The website server on which the website will have an IP address, date/time and number of accesses,
when and if applicable, a request for logging purposes. To hinder online user tracking and protect the
online identity of visitors, there will be no external analytics software implemented on the project
website and no social media platform scripts or sharing buttons are available.

The presence of the website will be enhanced through direct communication with INCiTiS-FOOD
stakeholders and disseminating through media published articles to the public.

The data produced in the INCiTiS-FOOD will be accessible to all the partners. The (anonymized)
datasets and metadata will be accessible through the INCiTiS-FOOD dissemination channel. This
dissemination channel includes the INCiTiS-FOOD website ( ), MS TEAM,
EIP-AGRI, openAlRE as well as TECA. Furthermore, these repositories will allow partners to store and
publish research outputs as well as provide details on methods. Access to INCiTiS-FOOD data will not
require any special software and will be compatible with standard software such as Microsoft related
programs (Excel, Access, Word). All data (including associated metadata) produced and collected,
documentation and script (if and where possible) will be stored on the designated projects repository
and/or data-sharing platform. Research outputs such as articles or book chapters and underpinning
data will be made open access. Research outputs not open access will be deposited to an institutional
repository and become open access 12 months after publication, either by direct link to e-prints or as
a direct deposit to the European Open Science Infrastructure (openAIRE). Each INCIiTiS-FOOD project
partner has a person assigned for data management that will be involved in data gathering and
overseeing the compliance with the set guidelines for data protection as well as internal repository
procedure. MS Teams will be used as the internal communication and data-sharing platform.

The project Knowledge Hub extension (referred to as INCiTiS-FOOD repository in the GA) will be
hosted by FSH (p14) within the WP5. The INCiTiS-FOOD Repository (from here referred to as INCiTiS-
FOOD Knowledge Hub) will be maintained as a principal dissemination portal developed as an
extension of the website - with an interface adapted for mobile use. It represents a digital
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D6.2 Data Management Plan (DMP)

infrastructure for knowledge diffusion, capturing the development of INCiTiS-FOOD Living Labs (LLs).
As a public repository and forum, it will host all the relevant and available data and assets created
within the project that are related to the dissemination of LLs, to be at the disposal and sorted for the
intended audience. The content will summarise key INCiTiS-FOOD concepts and results in an easy-to-
understand manner, emphasizing graphic representation - proven to effectively translate knowledge
and increase acceptability of new information. During the lifetime of INCiTiS-FOOD, website and
corresponding data as well as Open Calls related information will be stored on a secure multi-user
online platform, including SmartAgriHub, with the former managed by FSH (p14).

MS Teams provides partners in the consortium the opportunity to have a secured place to store and
share data within a defined group of users, including the possibility to offer a free download of data
with the appropriate format. ZHAW (Associate partner) is the administrator of the MS Teams
repository. The workplace computers of project partners will be protected within the framework of
their own domain and IT infrastructure. Finally, the anonymized survey of participants (e.g., LL
participants, (non)adopters of MVPs, small medium agri-enterprises, farmers) will be stored on a
secured in-house platform, while for open-access platforms, personal data will not be detectable.

2.2.1 Method of data accessibility

The INCiTiS-FOOD information will be made available via the project website (
) and open access repository, it will follow national and international aspects and steps in
dealing with:

(i) Data collecting methods
(ii) Application of the methods and gathering data
(iii) Data handling and implementation in databases

As the data management process is a continuous activity over a four-year period, secure access to the
INCiTiS-FOOD project repository (where all relevant project related material is stored) will be made
available. The primary repository will be MS Teams. Branding material will be also made available
through FSH’s internal repository Google Drive.

This will ensure that:

1. INCIiTiS-FOOD sensitive information is only linked to but also accessible to authorized person

2. Electronic database guarantees the availability of INCiTiS-FOOD innovations in improving food
and nutritional security (FNS), environmental sustainability, and empowerment of vulnerable
groups.

To allow data exchange between authorized researchers and institutions within and outside the
consortium, the INCiTiS-FOOD project will ensure that wider available interoperable formats such as
MS Excel and Word are used. Furthermore, the use of standard vocabularies for all data types
guarantees inter-disciplinary transferability. In the case that specific research and technical
terminologies need to be used, the concerned INCiTiS-FOOD partners will provide the necessary
documentation of explanation.
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The dataset produced during the INCITIS-FOOD project will be licensed under a creative commons
license. In the event of publication, the dataset will be made available upon request. The data
produced for public availability during the INCITIS-FOOD project will be usable by third parties even
after project completion. This will be done by storing the data on online portals such as project website

( ) as well as international and European Data Portal such as TECA,
European Open Science Infrastructure (openAlIRE), and EIP-AGRI (European Innovation Partnership for
Agricultural Production and Sustainability) ( ),

respectively. This strictly adheres to the EC stipulation, namely that data should be “as open as
possible and as closed as necessary”. The term Open promotes the reusability of the data (e.g., open
access publications) and enhancement of research while “Closed” signifies respecting the privacy of
the subjects.

2.4.1 Timeline for re-use of data

The time limit of the data re-use is linked to the open access data platform standards and expected to
go beyond the lifespan of the project. The INCiTiS-FOOD project website will remain active for at least
5 years after the formal completion of the project where a link to this website will be established at
all partners, and advisory board members’ websites. The data collected and generated will be
preserved on the international and European Data Portal such as EIP-AGRI as well as European Open
Science Infrastructure (openAlIRE).

2.4.2 Data useable by third parties

Data use for any publication will be made available at the time of publication. All unpublished data
will be deposited in the designated repository that will be managed by FSH (p5) in WP5 no later than
24 months after the end of the project. The affected partners of the INCiTiS-FOOD project will not put
data that is related to IPR into the repository with the possibility of an embargo unless otherwise
stated. Such data will include the corresponding piece of information sheet.

3. Other research outputs

Within this subsection of data management outputs can include various forms and may include
datasets, software tools, prototypes, policy briefs, technical reports, patents, conference
presentations, exhibitions, performances, or public engagement activities. Other research outputs
contribute to the dissemination and utilization of research findings, foster knowledge exchange, and
promote innovation. They provide additional avenues for sharing and communicating research
outcomes with diverse stakeholders, including policymakers, industry professionals, the public, and
other researchers. Activities that are directly related to dissemination and communication will be
monitored and stored on the project repository (MS Teams platform). Other outputs such as
prototypes and software or any other relevant creation classified as a key exploitable results (KER) will
also be monitored and stored on the project repository (MS Teams) by partners that are developing
them. Key exploitable results are specific findings, technologies, or innovations that have the potential
for commercialization or practical application. These outputs and exploitable results will be
documented and their progress shown on the project repository visible to all members of the
consortium. The partners developing INCiTiS-FOOD technologies such as ADC (p2), FH-SWF (p5), APM
(p6), ) and ZHAW (associate partner) will be responsible for adequately storing and monitoring
corresponding information.
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4. Allocation of resources

There are on-going discussion regarding the options on best practices in storage and securing of data
created within INCiTiS-FOOD, if the storage space in MS Teams is not enough. As soon as the activities
involving data collection and evaluation are planned in more detail, a decision will be made. Core of
the planning and discussions is a common, cross work package assessment of the storage space
required, on which the development and costs of an online database/repository (extending the
website) depend. The MS teams was generously set up and provided free of charge by our partner
associated partner ZHAW. In terms of resources, only working hours (personnel costs) have been
incurred so far. Furthermore, the costs for the Knowledge Hub are covered by the budget allocated
for the project’s website.

5. Ethics

The project's Ethical Framework ensures adherence to ethical principles in line with Horizon Europe
guidelines. It focuses on fair power relationships, privacy protection, and compliance with regulations.
Personal data is safeguarded through pseudonymization and encryption. Participants receive detailed
information and can withdraw without consequences. Farm animals are treated ethically, following
welfare regulations and standards. Benefit sharing and sustainable development are emphasized in
non-EU countries. Environmental, health, and food safety risks are minimized through compliance and
precautionary measures. Financial transfers to third parties are monitored for ethics issues. Overall,
the framework promotes ethical practices, protects participant rights and privacy, ensures animal
welfare, and complies with regulations and guidelines. The Ethical Framework of INCiTiS-FOOD, as a
living document, provides the guidelines for the effective awareness building, implementation and
monitoring of the ethical practices needed. It also contains the Code of Conduct applicable to all
people involved in INCiTiS-FOOD. Moreover, it outlines the template for the Information Sheet and
Consent Form for empirical research, which will be, however, adjusted for each survey instrument.
The Ethical Framework is part of D7.2 OEl (due in M18) and available from the project coordination
upon request. The Ethical Framework has been reviewed by the IEA of INCiTiS-FOOD.

6. Other issues

Not applicable at this point in time.

7. Conclusion

The FAIR guidelines on data management stipulated within the Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe
framework prescribes data management plan as a “living” document that will define the policies and
procedure for data handling during and after the INCiTiS-FOOD project. This document describes both
the internal and external guidelines for storing, processing, and accessing the INCiTiS-FOOD project
dataset. The information provided in this document provides an initial guideline for the consortium
partners, subjected to project updates to reflect the data management progress and changes. The
project coordinators are responsible for the revision and accuracy of the Data Management Plan, and
as such, it forms Deliverable 6.2 in WP6.
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